
 

Why Does Early Learning Matter Most? 
 
What if every child had 5 years of learning before kindergarten?  
 
That�’s already the case today.  
 
New science showcased in Newsweek says children 
begin learning at birthi. Their emotional, social, and 
cognitive development starts from the moment they 
enter the world.    
 
All children are born learning. Together, we shape 
their learning.    
 
The first few years provide the foundation for a child�’s 
future success because that�’s when the brain 
architecture �– the structure of the brain �– is being  
builtii.  In fact,a young child�’s brain is twice as active 
as an adult�’siii during that construction. That�’s why a 
baby has 1,000 trillion synapse connections at 8 months�…but adults have only 500 
trillion.iv  This brain structure is the foundation for all future learning, just like architectural 
frameworks support a house.  With the right kinds of interactions in the first few years, a 
baby�’s brain architecture becomes strong.   

 
But it�’s not flashcards and fancy toys that build a strong brain 
architecture.  Studies prove that loving, nurturing relationships and 
everyday experiences matter mostv.   
 

�“A child�’s day-to-day experiences affect the structural and 
functional development of his or her brain, including 

intelligence and personality.vi�” 
 

 
 
By the age of 5, many children in high-risk 
environments are already developmentally 
behind.  This gap only grows over time �– 
undermining school readiness and success in 
lifevii.  
 

�“The quality of young children�’s 
environment and social experience has a 
decisive, long-lasting impact on their �… 

ability to learn.viii�” 
 
 



 

What can we do to support early learning for all children?  
 
A child�’s first teacher is family �– parents, 
grandparents and family members who 
may care for the child during the day.ix  
That�’s why the Born Learning public 
engagement campaign helps families, 
caregivers and communities build early 
learning for young children. (For more 
details, visit www.BornLearning.org) 
 
Research shows that when adults 
interact with young children �– talking, 
singing, and playing rhyming games �– 
they stimulate language and vocabulary 
development and build important 
foundations for learning to readx.   
 
But it�’s just as important for communities to provide an environment that supports 
early learning. That could mean funding parenting programs or local family resource 
centers; starting quality rating systems to help parents choose quality child care; 
improving the quality of child care; making pre-school available to all children; or passing 
policies, laws or budgets that boost early childhood education.  
 
Every person who touches the life of a child �– directly or indirectly �– can enhance that 
child�’s early learning.  

 
 
It�’s an investment that pays off �– because quality early learning helps a child succeed 
in school, work and life.    
 

 Experts say what families do to support literacy in the home is more important than 
family income or level of formal education in predicting future success. xi  

 
  Sensitive and responsive parent-child relationships are associated with stronger 

cognitive skills in young children and enhanced social competence and work skills 
later in school �– illustrating the connection between social/emotional development 
and intellectual growthxii.  

 

 

 
Quality Early Learning INCREASES

 
Success in School 
Graduation Rates  

Workforce Readiness 
Job Productivity 

Community Engagement 

Quality Early Learning REDUCES
 

Crime Rates  
Teenage Pregnancy 
Welfare Dependency 
Job Training Costs  

Special Education Cost 
Grade Repetition 



 

 The broader quality of the home environment (including interactions within the 
family setting, activities, and toys) also is strongly related to early cognitive and 
language development, performance on IQ testing, and later achievement in 
schoolxiii. 

 
 A 40-year longitudinal study that followed infants into adulthood shows that 

investing $1 in early learning saves $17 down the road, with tangible results 
measured in lower crime, fewer teen pregnancies and higher individual education 
and earning levelsxiv.   

 
 Other studies show children with better-quality early education have stronger 

language, pre-mathematics and social skills.  And quality care has an even greater 
impact on the most vulnerable children�’s language skills and self-perceptionsxv.   

 
But too many children aren�’t getting enough quality early learning experiences 
now.    
 

 Kindergarten teachers estimate that 1 in 3 children enter the classroom 
unprepared to meet the challenges of kindergartenxvi.  

 
 Some 46% of kindergarteners come to school at risk for failurexvii.   

 
 The poorest children start kindergarten 1-2 years behind in language and other 

skills important to school successxviii. 1 in 3 children are born in povertyxix.  
 
We need to do more.  Leaders in academia, econonomics and business agree that the 
benefits of early childhood investment far outweigh the costsxx.   
 

 

$17.00+ 



 

 
Whether it�’s equipping parents and families, supporting high quality early learning and 
preschool, or implementing family friendly policies, supporting a child�’s early learning 
in the first few years can make all the difference in that child�’s future success.  
 

 
What matters more?   
It�’s their future.  And our responsibilty. 
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